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and their staffs, and thence got an excellent view of the curious pageant.
Shortly before noon the quiet reigning near the palace gave way to feverish activity. Two of the special palace guards mounted their horses and galloped off in different directions. Their business was to inform the commanding officers of the troops in waiting at various places in the neighbourhood of the approaching departure of the Sultan's procession. The mosque stood on the same hill on which was built the palace of Yildiz, just below and immediately facing it.
Simultaneously with the disappearance of these mounted messengers appeared a number of small carts full of yellow sand, which was rapidly sprinkled over the road which the Sultan had to traverse. Military music now broke upon the ear as the troops approached from all quarters and took up positions lining the Imperial route.
First came the Marines in splendid uniforms, carrying at their side, in addition to the bayonet, the now obsolete "tomahawk." Above them waved the banner of the Caliphate, the only one in the Army, a black flag embroidered in silver, bearing an inscription from the Koran. At the top of its staff glittered the star of the Order of the Mejidieh, the broad red and green ribbon of the Order floating from it. This decoration was conferred upon the banner by Sultan Abdul Aziz, who adopted this peculiar method of enhancing the prestige of the flag.
After the Marines came the Albanians of the Imperial Guard, fine fellows, in their white Zouave uniforms, their belts stuck full of small arms in addition to the regulation Mauser rifle carried over the shoulder.140                   ' INDISCRETIONS'
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